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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
Despite our efforts to contain health care costs 
over the years, these costs continue to increase 
at rates far greater than any of our other ex-
penses. In the past few years, the town and 
Board of Education have gone out to bid on vari-
ous components of the insurance package, we 
have increased stop loss limits in an attempt to 
lower costs, and we have begun instituting HSA 
plans to promote a more consumer-conscious 
model. Also, because the Town of Plainville and 
the Plainville Community Schools are self-
insured entities, a very small portion of our over-
all health insurance costs are for administrative 
fees. However, even with these efforts, our in-
surance claims have increased by an average of 
over 8% per year for the last four years. A large 
part of this increase is due to significant in-
creases in the overall cost of health care. While 
we continue to try to contain costs, any cost sav-
ing we have recently achieved have been con-
sumed by rate increases. 

MSP Lego League Excels 
Three Lego League teams from MSP recently at-
tended a regional tournament at McGee Middle 
School in Berlin. Two of the three teams earned 
awards that included a “golden ticket” allowing 
them to attend the upcoming state competition at 
Central Connecticut State University on December 
13. Team RoboMatics won the "Teamwork" 
award, for best demonstrating extraordinary en-
thusiasm and spirit, exceptional partnership, re-
spect to teammates, and support and encourage-
ment of fellow teams. Team "Gear Heads" won 
the "People's Choice" award, chosen by all 24 
teams that attended the event. It is awarded to the 
team that demonstrates understanding and good 
practices of science, technology, and engineering, 
while also demonstrating teamwork, spirit, and the 
thrill of competition. The Lego League Advisor is 
MSP Technology Education Instructor, Camille 
Westfall. 

Toffolon Student Council Supports 
Food Pantry 
The Toffolon Student Council, led by fifth grade 
teacher and student council advisor Sue Fabri-
zio,  held a “Hot Chocolate Booth” fundraiser at 
the school's Holiday Extravaganza on December 
4. Those who attended the event were asked to 
donate either 50 cents or a canned good for hot 
chocolate, which was provided by parents of the 
student council members. In total, $70 and 
many food items were collected for the Plainville 
Community Food Pantry. 
 

PHS Students Enjoy Actuary Visit 
Students in Eileen Hebert’s AP Statistics Class at 
the high school recently enjoyed a visit from guest 
speaker Paul Lombard, an actuary with the Con-
necticut Insurance Department. Lombard shared 
information about the Actuarial field and explained 
various career avenues available to students upon 
obtaining a degree in actuarial math. In addition, 
he reviewed required coursework and degrees of 
being an actuary. Lombard noted that high school 
students who have already passed Calculus may 
take the first actuarial test while still in high school. 
He also explained that there are only about 17,000 
actuaries in the United States compared to ap-
proximately 900,000 C.P.A.s. Lombard noted that 
the field of actuarial science continues to grow and 
thus far, has been a "recession proof" career. 


